
Dear Rockford Community:

With the passing of each year, the summer 
months seem to fly by faster than in previous 
years, even though each day of each year has 
the same number of minutes and hours!

It is hard to believe that I have the privilege 
of beginning my 21st year as superintendent of 
the Rockford Public Schools.  Where did the 
first 20 years go?  While I realize we have to-
gether accomplished many good things for RPS 
kids, I also realize we have many more yet to 
accomplish.

This summer has been very busy with many is-
sues demanding our attention and time.  In this 
article, I want to touch on three of those issues:  
bond issue projects, financial challenges, and 
the district’s new website.

Bond Issue Projects
If you will recall, the 2008 bond issue was de-
signed to accomplish three major projects:  add 
four to eight classrooms to six of our eight el-
ementary schools, update instructional tech-
nology in all schools, and add 20 recreational/
athletic fields throughout the school district.

Many of these projects are either in the plan-
ning stages or nearing completion.  For ex-
ample, additional classrooms at Cannonsburg, 
Lakes, and Roguewood Elementaries are well 
underway.  New carpeting is being laid through-

out the high school – believe it or not, the high 
school is over 16 years old!!  The tennis courts 
at North RMS and the high school are being 
replaced, and construction of athletic fields at 
the high school, East RMS, and Roguewood 
Elementary are ahead of schedule.  Upgrades 
in instructional technology 
will continue throughout 
the summer.

Comprehensive improve-
ments to Ted Carlson 
Memorial Stadium took 
place this summer, with 
the installation of a multi-
purpose synthetic field 
for use by the marching 
band, along with football, 
lacrosse, track, and other 
student-athletes.  The new 
technology in athletic fields 
is called Mondo turf, which 
utilizes an environmentally 
friendly, bio-degradable 
substance called Eco-fill.  
The rededication of “The Ted” is scheduled for 
Thursday, September 3, prior to the Rockford-
Holt varsity football game.  I hope you can at-
tend.

All other 2008 bond issue projects are in the 
planning or early development stages.  Please 
refer to the district’s webpage at www.rockford-
schools.org for ongoing progress reports.
 
Financial Challenges
As you know, the State of Michigan has been 
experiencing a financial crisis for the past sev-
en years, which directly impacts all publicly 
supported services, including public schools 
throughout the State.  Over 80 percent of our 
funding comes from the State and, with a freeze 
or possible reduction in funding this year, our 
seven-year adjustment average will be just over 
one percent.

All Michigan school districts have imple-
mented major cuts for this coming school year, 
and Rockford Public Schools is no exception.  
Last June, the Rockford Board of Education cut 

$2.1 million from the 2009-10 budget, making 
a concerted effort to stay away from the class-
room.  If Michigan’s financial crisis continues 
without constructive solutions, public schools 
will continue to implement radical cuts in 
2010-11.  I have been asked many times, “How 
can RPS be adding new classrooms, fields and 
technology, yet be making budget cuts?”  State 
law is clear on funding allocations:  revenue 
from bond issues cannot be used for operating 
purposes.  In other words, day-to-day operating 
monies cannot be co-mingled with bond issue 
revenues.

One approach to staying informed on school is-
sues and to be involved in a constructive way is 
through the Kent County Grassroots initiative 
called Friends of Kent County Schools.  If you 
are interested in being a part of this initiative, 
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Board Talk

Continued from pg 1

please send your email address to my assistant, Marlene Clark, at mclark@rockford-
schools.org, and she will add you to the information list.

District’s Revised Website
One of the 2008 bond issue projects is to upgrade the district’s current website.  Clear 
communication between the schools and the community is one of our major priorities.  
The new website will be more user friendly, streamlined, and informative.  The site is 
a living entity and our goal is to provide up-to-date and relevant information for all 
users.  The new site will go live in August 2009.  I am very interested in your opinion 
and suggestions, so please don’t hesitate to contact me.

As Michigan continues to experience a very tough economy, we at Rockford Public 
Schools will continue to do our very best to provide a first-class education to all stu-
dents, as well as to provide educational and recreational opportunities for our entire 
community.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at 863-6557 or at mshibler@rockfordschools.org 
with questions, concerns or suggestions.  Thank you.

Michael S. Shibler, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools
(616) 863-6557

As I am writing this article, it is mid-July 
and I’m not really thinking about going 
back to school. However as my son’s se-
nior pictures are in 2 weeks, the reality 
of my last child going through RPS is 
beginning to set in. At the same time, 
I know there are many of you who are 
beginning your experience in one of our 
state awarded Blue Ribbon Exemplary 
Schools and are excited to begin this 
journey.
 
If you live near a school or have been 
driving around the district, you have no-
ticed all the construction going on. You 
should be noticing new roofs, new carpet 
(high school), parking lot improvements, 
building additions, as well as sport field 
additions and enhancements which have 
been in full swing since school dismissed 
in June. All of these improvements were 
made possible by your generous support 
for our bond request in May, 2008. The 
weather this summer (not the best beach 
weather) has proven to be great for con-

struction! Construction updates will be 
available beginning in August on our 
new website.
 
Speaking of our website – please check 
out our new and much improved website. 
It will officially launch in August 2009. 
This new website has been in develop-
ment for the last 6 months and we are 
very excited about the quality and ease 
of locating information for our parents, 
staff, students and community users. 
It can still be found at www.rockford-
schools.org. Please visit it and provide 
your input – both praises and concerns.
 
While we don’t always know what issues 
will be presented to the school board 
during the year, we are acutely aware of 
the State of Michigan’s ongoing finan-
cial constraints. Be assured, we have 
been actively following the action and 
conversation this summer and will con-
tinue all year long. Our main goal con-
tinues to be providing the quality educa-
tion for each and every student that you 
have come to expect.
 
We look forward to continuing to         
provide A Tradition of Excellence for 
your student. Welcome back to a new 
school year!
 
Tammy Schollaart, President
2009-10 Board of Education

Welcome 
Back!
By
Tammy 
Schollaart
President, Board 
of Education
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Dear Parent/Guardian:
 
Children need healthy meals to learn.  Rock-
ford Public Schools offers healthy meals every 
school day.  Students may buy lunch for $2.10 
Elem., $2.35 Secondary, and breakfast for $1.50 
Secondary.  Your children may qualify for free 
meals or for reduced price meals.  We sell re-
duced price lunches for $.40 and breakfasts for 
$.30.  If a doctor has determined that your child 
has a disability, and the disability would prevent 
the child from eating the regular school meal, 
the school will make any substitution prescribed 
by a licensed physician at no extra charge.  For 
further information, please call John Henry at 
616-863-6037.  The physician’s statement, in-
cluding prescribed diet and/or substitution, must 
be submitted to the food service department at 
your school.
 
1. Do I need to fill out an application for each 
child?  No.  Complete the application to apply 
for free and reduced price school meals.  Use 
one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Fam-
ily Application for all students in your house-
hold.  We cannot approve an application that 
is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required 
information.  Return the completed application 
to: Rockford Public Schools Food Service De-
partment, 4100 Kroes Rd, Rockford, MI, 49341.  
Call 863-6037 with questions.
                                                           
2. Who can get free meals?  Children in house-
holds getting Food Assistance Program (FAP), 
Family Independence Program (FIP), or Food 
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations 
(FDPIR) and most foster children can get free 
meals regardless of your income.  Also, your 
children can get free meals if your household 
income is within the free limits on the Federal 
Income Guidelines.
 

3. Can homeless, runaway, and migrant chil-
dren get free meals?  Please call John Henry at 
863-6037, or homeless liaison or migrant coor-
dinator to see if your child(ren) qualify if you 
have not been informed that they will get free 
meals.
 
4. Who can get reduced price meals?  Your 
children can get low cost meals if your house-
hold income is within the reduced price limits 
on the Federal Income Guidelines Chart shown 
with this letter.
 
5. Should I fill out an application if I got a let-
ter this school year saying my children are ap-
proved for free or reduced price meals?  Please 
read the letter you got carefully and follow any 
instructions if provided.  Call the school at 863-
6037 if you have questions.
                                             
6. I get WIC.  Can my child(ren) get free 
meals?  Children in households participating in 
WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price 
meals.  An application must be filled out by 
WIC households.
 
7. Will the information I give be checked?  Yes, 
we may ask you to send written proof of any in-
formation provided on the application.
 
8. If I don’t qualify now, may I apply later?  
Yes.  You may apply at any time during the 
school year if your house-hold size goes up, in-
come goes down, or if you start getting FAP, FIP, 
FDPIR, or other benefits.  If you lose your job, 
your children may be able to get free or reduced 
price meals.
 
9. What if I disagree with the school’s decision 
about my application?  You should talk to school 
officials.  You also may ask for a hearing by call-
ing or writing to:  John Henry, Director of Food 
Services, Food Service Department, 4100 Kroes 
Rd, Rockford MI, 49341, or call 863-6037.

10. May I apply if someone in my household is 
not a U.S. citizen?  Yes.  You or your child(ren) 
do not have to be a U.S. citizen to qualify for 
free or reduced price meals.
 
11. Who should I include as members of my 
household?  You must include all people living 
in your household, related or not (such as grand-
parents, other relatives, or friends), including 
yourself and all children who live with you.
 
12. What if my income is not always the same?  
List the amount that you normally get.  For ex-
ample, if you normally get $1000 each month, 
but you missed some work last month and only 
got $900, put down that you get $1000 per 
month.  If you normally get overtime, include it, 
but not if you get it only sometimes.
 
13. We are in the military. Do we include our 
housing allowance as income?  If your housing 
is part of the Military Housing Privatization Ini-
tiative, do not include your housing allowance 
as income.  All other allowances must be in-
cluded in your gross income.
 
14. What if my child does not have health 
insurance?
Your children may qualify for low cost or free 
health insurance through MIChild and Healthy 
Kids Program.  To apply online, go to www.
michigan.gov/michild or call 1-888-988-6300 
for help or to request a paper application.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicki Stevenson
Food Service Department
 

Free and Reduced-Price Meals 
information for parents and guardians

Income Limits for reduced-price Meals
Total Family Size	 Annual 	 Monthly	 Twice per Month	 Every Two Weeks	 Weekly

1	 $20,036	 $1,670	 $835	 $771	 $386

2	 $26,955	 $2,247	 $1,124	 $1,037	 $519

3	 $33,874	 $2,823	 $1,412	 $1,303	 $652

4	 $40,793	 $3,400	 $1,700	 $1,569	 $785

5	 $47,712	 $3,976	 $1,988	 $1,836	 $918

6	 $54,631	 $4,553	 $2,277	 $2,102	 $1,051

7	 $61,550	 $5,130	 $2,565	 $2,368	 $1,184

8	 $68,469	 $5,706	 $2,853	 $2,634	 $1,317

	 $6,919*	 $577*	 $289*	  $267*	  $134*
*For each additional household member add:
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ADVISORY TO 
ALL PARENTS
 
Dear Parent/Guardian:
 
Rockford Public Schools has adopted an Integrat-
ed Pest Management program.  Inherent with this 
are the District’s efforts to reduce pesticide use as 
much as possible.  While it may occasionally be 
necessary to apply a pesticide, these will only be 
used as a last resort.  This program does not rely on 
routine pesticide applications to resolve problems.  
We use various techniques such as habitat altera-
tion, sanitation, mechanical means, exclusion, etc. 
to prevent pests from becoming a problem.
 
You will receive advanced notice of the applica-
tion of a pesticide, other than a bait or gel formula-
tion, at your child’s school.  This advance notice of 
the application will be given 48 hours before the 
application.  The law requires us to do this noti-
fication by using two methods.  The first method 
required by the law is the posting at entrances to 
your child’s school.  The second method we are go-
ing to use is the posting in a common area located 
by the main office of the school.  Parents are also 
entitled to receive this notice by first-class United 
States mail postmarked at least 3 days before the 
application.  If you would like to be notified by 
mail please send a letter to: 
 
Rockford Public Schools
Facilities and Operations Department
7155 Brewer NE
Rockford, MI 49341. 
 
Please include your name, mailing address and 
which school your child attends. 
 
In an emergency (for example, bees nest), pesti-
cides may be applied without prior notice, but you 
will be provided notice following any such appli-
cation.
 
You may review our IPM program or pesticide ap-
plication records for your child’s school by calling 
the Maintenance Department at 616-863-6330. 
This number may also be used when school is not 
in regular session.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Gene Van Putten
Director of Operations

2009/2010 

RPS Bussing Information
 For bus stop information please check: www.rockfordschools.org 

All routes will be posted August 20, 2009.
Postcards will arrive in homes by August 22, 2009.

 
For questions or concerns, including student daycare changes, please call: 

RPS TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT @ 616.863.6328 before SEPTEMBER 1, 2009.
 

Students need to be at their designated bus stop 5 minutes before their scheduled pickup time and 
ready to load, not waiting in vehicles when the bus arrives.  This is for their safety. 

 
Students crossing the road to get on or off the bus shall do so in FRONT of the bus with the 

crossing paddle.  RED side means STOP. SMILE side means CROSS.
 

Students are asked to respect the surrounding property, such as mailboxes, grass, 
or landscaping at the bus stop while waiting for the bus, and leave the bus stop 

location clean of any litter.  Students are required to respect other students and their 
belongings.  Students are required to respect the bus driver and the bus rules.

 
SPECIAL NOTE:

Students are required to have a bus note signed by the school’s office to ride a 
different bus home.  This is only granted when and if there is room on the afternoon 

bus.  Students will not be transported to other locations for meetings, parties, 
appointments, jobs, etc.  All students will receive a bus conduct  brochure during 

the first week of school. Please review this with your student(s).   

Providing safe transportation is our #1 goal. 

102030405040

ALL YEARS CLASS REUNION

Alumni Picnic
ALL YEARS CLASS REUNION

Alumni Picnic

Rockford Community Services Presents 
THE 1ST ANNUAL

Rededication Ceremony 
Join us for the

Rededication Ceremony 
of the improved Multi Purpose Field in 

Ted Carlson Memorial Stadium! 

September 3rd 
at RHS

5:00-6:30 pm

September 3rd 
at RHS

5:00-6:30 pm
Hot dogs, chips and lemonade 

No registration is required, just bring a blanket 
to sit on and enjoy the pre game music.

Join the Fun!Join the Fun!

Discounted Game Tickets Available at Picnic!Discounted Game Tickets Available at Picnic!

Help Us CelebrateHelp Us Celebrate 
the first game of the season
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Cross Country Boys/Girls Varsity 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 Rockford Invitational 	 Home	 9:00AM 
Wednesday 	09/16/09 	 Grand Haven, Rockford @ Muskegon	 Away	 4:45PM 
Friday 	 09/18/09 	 MI State Spartan XC Invite 	 Away	 1:00PM 
Saturday	 09/19/09 	 Sparta Invitational 	 Away	 8:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/23/09 	 Grandville, Rockford @ W.O. 	 Away 	 4:45PM 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 Cougar−Falcon Invite 	 Away 	 8:30PM 
Wednesday 	10/07/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 4:45PM 
Saturday 	 10/10/09 	 Portage Central Invite 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Wednesday 	10/14/09 	 Hudsonville, Jenison @ Rockford 	 Home 	 4:45PM 
Saturday 	 10/17/09 	 Kent Co. XC Championship 	 Away 	 10:00AM 
Saturday 	 10/24/09 	 Conference Tournament @ EK 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/31/09 	 Regionals 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 11/07/09 	 State 	 Away 	 TBA 

Football Boys Varsity 
Friday 	 08/28/09 	 Davison High School 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/03/09 	 Holt High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 09/11/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 09/18/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 09/25/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 10/02/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 10/09/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 10/16/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 10/23/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away	 7:00PM 

Boys JV 
Thursday 	 08/27/09 	 Davison High School 	 Home 	 5:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/02/09 	 Holt High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/15/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/22/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 

Boys Freshman 
Thursday 	 08/27/09 	 Davison High School 	 Home 	 3:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/02/09 	 Holt High School 	 Away 	 4:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 4:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Home 	 4:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 4:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 4:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Home 	 4:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/15/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 4:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/22/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Home 	 4:30PM 

Golf Girls Varsity 
Wednesday 	08/26/09 	 OK Red Pre−Season Tourn 	 Home 	 TBA 
Monday 	 08/31/09 	 Northpointe Christian Invite 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Thursday 	 09/03/09 	 Rockford, Muskegon @ E.K. 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Tuesday 	 09/08/09 	 Gr Haven, Rockford @ W.O. 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Monday 	 09/14/09 	 Rain Date 	 Away 	 TBA 
Tuesday 	 09/15/09 	 Jenison, Grandville @ Rockford 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 E.K. , Rockford @ Muskegon 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Tuesday 	 09/22/09 	 W.O., Gr Haven @ Rockford 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Monday 	 09/28/09 	 Rain Date 	 Away 	 TBA 
Tuesday 	 09/29/09 	 Rockford, Jenison @ Grandville 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Monday 	 10/05/09 	 OK Red Post−Season @ W.O. 	 Away 	 TBA 

Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 Oct 8, 9 or 10 Regionals 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 10/16/09 	 State Finals 	 Away 	 TBA 

Girls JV 
Wednesday 	08/19/09 	 OK Red Pre−Season Tourn @ G Haven 	Away 	 TBA 
Thursday 	 08/20/09 	 Greenville High School 	 Away 	 10:00AM 
Monday 	 08/24/09 	 Jenison/Grandville @ Rockford 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Wednesday 	08/26/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 08/27/09 	 South Christian HS 	 Away 	 11:00AM 
Wednesday 	09/02/09 	 E.K./Hudsonville @ Rockford 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Wednesday 	09/09/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Rain Date 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 09/14/09 	 OK Red Tourn @ Grandville 	 Away 	 TBA 
Wednesday 	09/16/09 	 Rockford/Jenison @ Grandville 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Lowell High School 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Monday 	 09/21/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Wednesday 	09/23/09 	 Hudsonville/Rockford @ E.K. 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Monday 	 09/28/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Tuesday 	 09/29/09 	 Kenowa Hills JV Invite (conf rain date) 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Wednesday 	09/30/09 	 OK Red Post Season Tourn @ E.K. 	 Away 	 TBA
 
Girls Varsity B 
Monday 	 08/24/09 	 Greenville High School 	 Away 	 10:00AM 
Tuesday 	 08/25/09 	 Kent County Classic 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Monday 	 08/31/09 	 Northpointe Christian Invite 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Tuesday 	 09/08/09 	 Tri County High School 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Monday 	 09/14/09 	 Mona Shores High School 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Lowell − Tri−Meet 	 Home 	 3:30PM 
Monday 	 09/21/09 	 Fremont High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/23/09 	 Forest Hills Eastern 	 Away 	 3:45PM 
Wednesday 	09/30/09 	 Tri−County Tri−Meet w/Belding 	 Away 	 3:30PM
 
Soccer Boys Varsity 
Saturday 	 08/22/09 	 Portage Central Invite 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Monday 	 08/24/09 	 Lowell High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Wednesday 	08/26/09 	 Fruitport High School 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 Forest Hills Eastern 	 Away 	 12:00PM 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 Portage Central High School 	 Home 	 1:00PM 
Tuesday 	 09/15/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 7:15PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 7:15PM 
Saturday 	 09/19/09 	 Caledonia High School 	 Away 	 1:45PM 
Tuesday 	 09/22/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 7:15PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Home 	 7:15PM 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 Petoskey High School Home TBA 
Tuesday 	 09/29/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Away 	 7:15PM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 7:15PM 
Monday 	 10/05/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away 	 7:15PM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 1st Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 7:15PM 
Monday 	 10/12/09 	 2nd Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 7:15PM 
Wednesday 	10/14/09 	 3rd Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 7:15PM 
Monday 	 10/19/09 	 Districts Week 	 Away 	 TBA 
Tuesday 	 10/27/09 	 Regionals Week 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 11/07/09 	 State Finals 	 Away 	 TBA 

Boys JV 
Monday 	 08/24/09 	 Lowell High School 	 Home 	 5:00PM 
Wednesday 	08/26/09 	 Fruitport High School 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 Forest Hills Eastern 	 Away 	 10:00AM 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 Portage Central High School 	 Home 	 11:00AM 
Tuesday 	 09/15/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Thursday	 09/17/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/19/09 	 Caledonia High School 	 Away 	 12:00PM 
Tuesday 	 09/22/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Tuesday 	 09/29/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Monday 	 10/05/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 1st Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Monday 	 10/12/09 	 2nd Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Wednesday 	10/14/09 	 3rd Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 5:30PM 

Boys Freshman 
Monday 	 08/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Wednesday 	08/26/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 08/27/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Home 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/03/09 	 South Christian HS 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Tuesday 	 09/08/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Home 	 5:00PM 
Tuesday 	 09/15/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Tuesday 	 09/22/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Monday 	 10/05/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	10/07/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 1st Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Monday 	 10/12/09 	 2nd Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	10/14/09 	 3rd Round Division Tourn 	 Away 	 4:00PM 

2009 RHS Rams
Fall Athletics

2009-2010 Rockford High School 
Athletic Ticket Information

All regular season contests- per game: $5.00 Adult   $3.00 Student (K-12)
RHS will sell all-sport and punch passes beginning August 20 in the athletic office.  
These passes may be used at all Rockford home sporting events - excluding hockey, 

multi-team tournaments, and MHSAA tournaments. 
Family Pass: $175 (includes 2 adult 2 student)

$25 additional cost for each additional family member.  
Family passes are for immediate family members only. 

Adult All Sport Pass: $70  Student All Sport Pass: $40
Adult Punch Pass: $40 (Good for 10 contests)

Student Punch Pass: $20 (Good for 10 contests)
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Tennis Boys Varsity 
Saturday 	 08/22/09 	 FHC − Elliott Pearce Invite 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Monday 	 08/31/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/02/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/09/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Petoskey-Northman Inv @ Mt Pleasant	 Away 	 8:00PM 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 FHE Hawk Invite 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Monday 	 09/14/09 	 Rain Date 	 Away 	 TBA 
Wednesday 	09/16/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Saturday 	 09/19/09 	 Petosky − Northmen Invite 	 Away 	 8:00PM 
Monday 	 09/21/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/23/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 Northpointe Christian − Mustang Invite 	Away 	 9:00AM 
Monday 	 09/28/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/30/09 	 Rain Date 	 Away 	 TBA 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 Caledonia High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Saturday 	 10/03/09 	 Conference @ E.K. 	 Away 	 TBA 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 Regionals 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 10/09/09 	 Regionals 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 10/16/09 	 State Finals 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/17/09 	 State Finals 	 Away 	 TBA 

Boys JV 
Monday 	 08/31/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/02/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/09/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Monday 	 09/14/09 	 Rain Date 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/16/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Lowell High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Monday 	 09/21/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Tuesday 	 09/22/09 	 Lowell High School 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 JV Conference @ W.O. 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 09/28/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Home 	 4:00PM 
Tuesday 	 09/29/09 	 Northview High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/30/09 	 Rain Date 	 Away 	 TBA 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 Caledonia High School 	 Away 	 4:00PM 

WaterPolo Boys Varsity 
Saturday 	 08/15/09 	 Intrasquad/Alumni Game 	 Home 	 3:00PM 
Thursday 	 08/20/09 	 AA Pioneer Varsity Tourn 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 08/21/09 	 AA Pioneer Varsity Tourn 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 08/28/09 	 Rockford Varsity Tournament 	 Home 	 12:00PM 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 Rockford Varsity Tournament 	 Home 	 8:00AM 
Wednesday 	09/09/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 09/11/09 	 Grand Haven Varsity Tourn 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 Grand Haven Varsity Tourn 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 09/14/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/16/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 09/18/09 	 E.K. − Varsity Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 09/19/09 	 E.K. − Varsity Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 09/21/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/23/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 09/25/09 	 Zeeland Varsity Tourney 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 Zeeland Varsity Tourney 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 09/28/09 	 East Grand Rapids HS 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/30/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home	  7:00PM 
Friday 	 10/02/09 	 Brimingham Groves Varsity Tourn 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/03/09 	 Birmingham Groves Varsity Tourn 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 10/05/09 	 Holland High School 	 Away 	 7:00PM 
Wednesday 	10/07/09 	 Zeeland − *Senior Night 	 Home 	 6:00PM 
Friday 	 10/09/09 	 Rockford Varsity Tournament 	 Home 	 2:00PM 
Saturday 	 10/10/09 	 Rockford Varsity Tournament 	 Home 	 8:00AM 
Friday 	 10/16/09 	 Jenison Varsity Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/17/09 	 Jenison Varsity Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 10/23/09 	 Districts 	 Home 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/24/09 	 Districts 	 Home 	 TBA 
Friday 	 10/30/09 	 Regionals @ E.K. 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/31/09 	 Regionals @ E.K. 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 11/07/09 	 Scrimmage Day 	 Home 	 9:00AM 
Friday 	 11/13/09 	 State @ Birmingham 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 11/14/09 	 State @ Birmingham 	 Away 	 TBA 

Boys JV 
Friday 	 08/28/09 	 E.K. − JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 E.K. − JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Wednesday 	09/09/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away 	 6:00PM 
Friday 	 09/11/09 	 Jenison JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 Jenison JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 09/14/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 6:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/16/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 6:00PM 
Friday 	 09/18/09 	 Zeeland JV Tourney 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 09/19/09 	 Zeeland JV Tourney 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 09/21/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 6:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/23/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 6:00PM 
Monday 	 09/28/09 	 East Grand Rapids HS 	 Home 	 6:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/30/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 6:00PM 

Saturday 	 10/03/09 	 Rockford ‘B’ Team Tourney 	 Home 	 8:00AM 
Monday 	 10/05/09 	 Holland High School 	 Away 	 6:00PM 
Wednesday 	10/07/09 	 Zeeland 	 Home 	 7:00PM 
Friday 	 10/09/09 	 Ann Arbor Pioneer JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/10/09 	 Ann Arbor Pioneer JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 10/16/09 	 Grand Haven JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 10/17/09 	 Grand Haven JV Tournament 	 Away 	 TBA 

Volleyball Girls Varsity 
Saturday 	 08/22/09 Grand Haven Lakeshore Classic 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Tuesday 	 08/25/09 Varsity Quad 	 Home 	 3:00PM 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 WMVOA Scholarship Tourn @ EK 	 Away 	 TBA 
Tuesday 	 09/01/09 	 Varsity Quad @ Mattawan 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Wednesday 	09/02/09 	 EK Tournament #2 	 Away 	 3:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 EK Classic 	 Away 	 8:00AM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 Portage Central Invite 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/10/09 	 Byron Center −Cristi Curtis Mem. Tourn	 Away 	 8:00AM 
Thursday 	 10/15/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/17/09 	 Lakewood − Varsity Quad 	 Away 	 10:00AM 
Thursday 	 10/22/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/24/09 	 Grand Haven Varsity Invite 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Saturday 	 10/31/09 	 Conference @ W.O. 	 Away 	 TBA 
Monday 	 11/02/09 	 Districts Week 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 11/13/09 	 Regionals 	 Away 	 TBA 
Saturday 	 11/14/09 	 Regionals 	 Away 	 TBA 

Girls JV 
Saturday 	 08/22/09 	 E Kentwood JV Invite 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Thursday 	 08/27/09 	 Northview High School 	 Away 	 8:00AM 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 Courthouse Volleyfest − Byron Center 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Tuesday 	 09/01/09 	 JV Quad 	 Home 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09	  Jenison High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/12/09	  Portage Northern − Huskie Invite 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/03/09 	 JV − VolleyRama 	 Home 	 9:00AM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Monday 	 10/12/09 	 Lakewood − Double Dual 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 10/15/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/17/09 	 Grand Haven Lakeshore Classic 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Thursday 	 10/22/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 

Girls Freshman 
Saturday 	 08/29/09 	 Courthouse Volleyfest − Byron Center 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Monday 	 08/31/09 	 Holland Christian − Freshman Quad 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 09/10/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 Portage Northern − Huskie Invite 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/19/09 	 West Ottawa Invite 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 Muskegon HS 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/03/09 	 Lowell Invitational 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/10/09 	 Portage Central High School 	 Away 	 8:30AM 
Thursday 	 10/15/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Home 	 5:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/17/09 	 Freshman Invitational 	 Home 	 8:30AM 
Tuesday 	 10/20/09 	 Forest Hills Northern 	 Away 	 5:00PM 
Thursday 	 10/22/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Away 	 5:30PM 

Swimming/Diving Girls Varsity 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 W Mich Relays @ EK 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Saturday 	 09/12/09 	 W Catholic − Birds of Prey Relays 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Tuesday 	 09/15/09 	 Zeeland East High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 09/17/09 	 East Kentwood High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/19/09 	 Rockford Tri−Meet 	 Home 	 9:00AM 
Thursday 	 09/24/09 	 Grandville High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 Spring Lake Invite − ‘B’ team 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Saturday 	 09/26/09 	 Forest Hills Invite − Northern 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Thursday 	 10/01/09 	 Hudsonville High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/08/09 	 Jenison High School 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 10/10/09 	 Byron Center − JV Invite 	 Away 	 9:00AM 
Thursday 	 10/15/09 	 Grand Haven High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 10/22/09 	 West Ottawa High School 	 Home 	 6:30PM 
Thursday 	 11/05/09 	 Conference @ W.O. 	 Away 	 TBA 
Friday 	 11/06/09 	 Conference @ W.O. 	 Away 	 6:30PM 
Saturday 	 11/07/09 	 Conference @ W.O. 	 Away 	 6:30PM

Updated schedules may be found on the sports page of rockfordschools.org, 
or at highschoolsports.net. 
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The Rockford School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, height, weight and marital status in 
its programs and activities.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies:  Mr. Jamie Hosford, As-
sistant Superintendent, Human Resources, Rockford Public Schools, 350 N. Main, Rockford, Michigan 49341, Telephone (616) 863-6554.

Boxtops For 
Rockford Schools
Want to help Rockford schools earn money for 
free?  Please collect boxtops and turn them in 
at any Rockford elementary or middle school.  
Parents, please ask grandparents, other rela-
tives, and friends to collect their boxtops so that 
they can be turned into our schools to help raise 
money.  Learn more about the program at

www.boxtops4education.com.

August 2009
	s unday	 monday	 tuesday	 wednesday	T hursday	FRI day	 Saturday

30	 31
Orientation 
Make Up RFC

23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29

6th Grade
Orientation ERMS
Orientation NRMS

9th Grade 
Orientation RFC

7th Grade
Orientation ERMS
Orientation NRMS

8th Grade
Orientation ERMS
Orientation NRMS

2009-10 

School Calendar
(Tentative & Subject to Change)

Parent/teacher conferences & exam dates to be determined

First Student School Day.....................September 8
Thanksgiving Break......................November 25-27
Christmas Vacation...........December 21–January 1
Mid-Winter Break...........................February 18–19
No School....................................................April 1
Spring Break..............................................April 2-9
No School....................................................May 28
Memorial Day (No school)..........................May 31
Graduation..........................................June 8 (7pm)
Last School Day............................................June 11

ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN 
AVAILABILITY NOTICE

 
The asbestos management plan is available for inspection at our 

Maintenance office located at: 
7155 Brewer NE, Rockford, MI 49341

 
At the present time all asbestos containing materials are in 

good condition.  A comprehensive O & M plan is being created 
to include all asbestos containing materials.

Calling 
Rockford Alumni

We will continue to include Alumni information in our district 
newsletter to help keep in touch with our former graduates.  Let 
us know the year you graduated from RHS, and what you have 
been doing since.  Please send your information to alumni@
rockfordschools.org.  
Feel free to include any contact information if you would like to 
hear from former classmates.  Also, if you have reunion informa-
tion we could pass along for you, please let us know.
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The mission of the Rockford Public School District is to provide the teaching and learning environments which will ensure, with the support of the students, 
parents and community, that all students, upon graduation, will have the academic and social skills and strategies to be successful life-long learners.

	s unday	 monday	 tuesday	 wednesday	T hursday	FRI day	 Saturday

11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17

september/october 2009

20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26

     Kdg. Open Houses
Belmont, Parkside, 
Crestwood
1st Grade Open House 
Valley View
Orientation NRMS
Makeup Orientation 
ERMS

Open Houses
Roguewood, Park-
side, Belmont, Lakes, 
Meadow Ridge K/DK

Ice Cream Social
Belmont

Kdg. Open Houses
Crestwood, 
Cannonsburg

Alumni Picnic 
5-6:30 pm RHS

Labor Day First Day of School

PTA Meeting Belmont 
6:30 pm

1st Annual Tribute to 
Chiara Howard 
Roguewood Elementary 
11:00 am-5:00 pm

PTC Meeting 
Cannonsburg  
4:00 pm

Board of Ed Meeting 
7:30 pm @ Admin

PAC @ NRMS 
9:00 am

Open House RFC 
6:00 pm

PTA & Staff Event 
Lakes Elementary 
4:00 pm

PAC @ ERMS 
9:00 am

RHS Open House

Open House 
Cannonsburg 6:00 pm

Family Fun/Curriculum 
Night Meadow Ridge 
7:00 pm

PTO Meeting Valley 
View 7:00 pm

Fall Pictures 
Valley View & Lakes

Rain Date For 
Chiara Howard 
Tribute

Curriculum Night 
ERMS 5:30 pm

Curriculum Night 
NRMS 6:30 pm 

NCA Day-No school 
for Parkside

Fall Pictures
Cannonsburg, 
Meadow Ridge

Board of Ed Meeting 
7:30 pm RHS

PTO Meeting 
Meadow Ridge 
6:30 pm

No School for Lakes
Fall Pictures-Parkside

Board of Ed Meeting 
7:30 pm NRMS

PTC Meeting 
Cannonsburg 
6:30 pm

PAC @ NRMS 
9:00 am

PTA Meeting 
Crestwood 11:30 am
PTA Meeting Belmont 
6:30 pm

PAC @ ERMS 
9:00 am

PTO Meeting 
Roguewood 7:00 pm

PTO Meeting 
Valley View 7:00 pm

4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10

			  1	 2	 3	 4	 5

6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12

13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19

27	 28	 29	 30	 1	 2	 3


